Week X: ISSAQ Module Lesson 1

Goals and Outcomes:
1. Students will recognize the importance of noncognitive skills for success in college.
2. Students will be able to articulate the purpose of the ISSAQ Student Survey (ISSAQ-SS).
3. Students will complete the ISSAQ-SS honestly and attentively.
4. Students will feel confident in their ability to independently access and interpret the ISSAQ Student Score Report.

Homework Assignments Due Before Lesson: 
· Bring laptop for ISSAQ administration

Lesson Outline: 
**All lessons include a PowerPoint deck to support the facilitation of each component**
(5-Minutes) Facilitate “Envisioning Success” reflection activity
(10-Minutes) Discuss the importance of noncognitive skills for student success
(5-Minutes) Introduce ISSAQ
· Discuss the purpose and use of ISSAQ at *INST*
(25-Minutes) Administer the ISSAQ-SS
· Prepare students for administration and provide at least 20 minutes for them to complete the assessment
(5-Minutes) Review the ISSAQ Student Score Report & Self-Reflection Assignment
· Make sure there are no questions about how to access/interpret the report or complete the assignment

Homework Assignments Due Next Session: 
· ISSAQ Self-Reflection



Notes for Instructor:
· We really want students understanding the “why” behind ISSAQ and why noncognitive skills are such a valuable topic for their time at *INST*.
· To learn more about the ISSAQ-SS as well as the noncognitive factors it measures, visit the *INST* ISSAQ Faculty/Staff Resource Hub.
· Be sure to check the notes section of each slide in the accompanying slide deck for additional information and suggested talking points (italicized).














Discussion Prompts & Activity Instructions

Envisioning Success Activity
· Overview: The goal of this brief reflection exercise is to get students thinking about what success looks/feels like—not just at the end when they’ve achieved their goals, but day-to-day as they’re working towards those goals. This will serve as a primer for the discussion that follows on the importance of noncognitive skills.
· Activity Guide:
1. On Your Own (2 minutes): Close your eyes and envision yourself a year from now succeeding in college (however you define “success”). What would a typical day/week look like?
· Where are you?
· What are you doing?
· Who are you with?
· How do you feel?
2. Whole Class (3 minutes): Have 2-3 students share (as time allows), making sure they focus on answering one or more of the bulleted questions above. To conclude the activity, encourage students to think about success as the result of many small but consistent daily choices and explain how the activity connects to the rest of the lesson (see slide notes).
· Facilitation Notes:
· To further connect this activity to the rest of the lesson, call back to the value of thinking about success on a daily/weekly basis when sharing the 12 ISSAQ factors (which all relate to students’ day-to-day behaviors, strategies, mindsets, and emotions).

Intro to ISSAQ and ISSAQ Administration
· Overview: Communication plays a key role in promoting valid responses to the ISSAQ-SS. As this is a low-stakes assessment, students’ perceptions of the survey are critical to ensuring responses are given with effort and honesty. Prior to administration (with the support of the accompanying slide deck), we ask that you…
1. Communicate the purpose of the survey: Make sure students understand that this is a survey of their behaviors, mindsets, attitudes, and strategies, used in academic settings. This is not a survey of “readiness” and won’t be used to judge or evaluate them in any way. 
2. Explain how the survey will be used: Explain to students that this survey is used to support them (and students like them), both now and in the future.
3. Assure confidentiality: Students who know that access to their individual responses will not be shared and that only trained and pertinent individuals will have access to their data are more likely to respond honestly. 
4. Encourage honesty: Students must understand the importance of their honest and valid responses. Students should understand there is no penalty, there are no “right or wrong” answers, and every question should be answered to the best of their abilities. 
5. Outline expectations: Students should understand what to expect during the survey experience, including the types of questions asked and the length of time required to complete the survey. 
6. Express gratitude: Thanking students conveys the collaborative nature of this effort and the need for their input. 
· Facilitation Notes:
· If you would like to explore the ISSAQ-SS yourself before administering it, use this demo link: https://rezed.io/1P2UJN.


Review ISSAQ Score Report and Self-Reflection Assignment
· Overview: To prepare students for the ISSAQ Self-Reflection assignment, review the contents of the ISSAQ Score Report and ensure students know what it means to receive a Support, Engage, or Guide score. Additionally, it’s important to emphasize that while the ISSAQ-SS is a helpful tool, no assessment is 100% accurate. If—after carefully reviewing the information on their score report and in the *INST* ISSAQ Student Resource Hub—they don’t agree with a score or scores, encourage students to trust their judgment and complete the assignment based on their self-assessment.
· Facilitation Notes:
· Students will likely receive their results within 24 hours of completing the assessment. If students haven’t received their report within 2 business days, emphasize that they should contact the ISSAQ Support Desk directly by emailing info@issaq.net.
· The ISSAQ Support Desk email address is provided in the accompanying slide deck and on the ISSAQ Self-Reflection assignment, but it may also be beneficial to email students with the contact info and a reminder to be on the look-out for their report.
· As a last resort, if there are unforeseen circumstances that prevent a student from receiving their score report before starting the ISSAQ Self-Reflection assignment, they can read about the ISSAQ factors on the *INST* ISSAQ Student Resource Hub and complete the assignment using their own self-assessment of their skills.
· Remind students to bring their laptops for ISSAQ Module Lesson 2 (it will be required for the in-class activity and exit survey).


	
